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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWI1A 0AA

The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP
Chancellor of the Exchequer
HM Treasury

1 Horse Guards Road
London SW1A 2HQ

16 July 2020

Dear Rishi,

Fuelling a green economic recovery by supercharging investment in aviation
decarbonisation

The UK aviation sector will be fundamental to the economic recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic as we begin to re-open our doors and borders. We are desperate to return to
normality as soon as possible, but we want to come back even stronger and do it in a way
that protects both jobs and the environment — to ‘build back better’ — and supports the
Government and industry commitment to decarbonise UK aviation and reach net-zero
emissions by 2050.

As the third largest aviation industry in the world, supporting 4.5% of UK GDP, UK aviation
plays an integral part in the economic and social life of this country and will play a critical
role reconnecting communities and regions, and supporting trade and exports as we move
into recovery. But now there is also a golden opportunity to rebuild a great British industry
in a way that protects and creates jobs, fuels a green economic recovery and futureproofs
UK aviation for decades to come.

In February this year, UK aviation committed to net zero carbon emissions by 2050 — the
first national net zero aviation commitment anywhere in the world — and laid out a plan to
achieve this by working with Government. Key measures included investment in sustainable
aviation fuels, cleaner aircraft and engine technology, and an airspace modernisation
programme.

Since the pandemic hit, and as we slowly return to the skies, these measures remain central
to securing aviation’s sustainable future. We, the undersigned, urge the Government to
supercharge a green aviation recovery by doing three things:

1. Commit £500m in funding, matched by industry, to support the delivery of sustainable
aviation fuel production facilities in the UK. This is here and now technology and an
area where we are already leading the world in early stage projects. SAF offer
significant economic opportunities too — by 2035 SAF production could generate up
to £2.7 billion for the economy and support around 18,800 jobs across the UK.
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2. Increase funding for the Aerospace Technology Institute to enable the UK to become
a world-leader in developing more efficient engines as well as hybrid and electric
aircraft.

3. Provide short term funding that would enable The Airspace Change Organising
Group (ACOG) to complete the Airspace Masterplan, which will cut emissions
immediately.

Decarbonising aviation provides an opportunity for the UK to take a lead in this important
global sector, and the sector is ready to work with Government to make this happen.
Decisive action today will support not only a sustainable and world-leading UK aviation
sector, but fuel a great British green recovery.

Yours sincerely,

By

Sir Graham Brady, Member of Parliament for Altrincham and Sale West
Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Sustainable Aviation

Catherine McKinnell, Member of Parliament for Newcastle upon Tyne North
Co-Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Sustainable Aviation
Mark Garnier, Member of Parliament for Wyre Forest

Vice Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Sustainable Aviation

Henry Smith, Member of Parliament for Crawley
Vice Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Sustainable Aviation

Sir Peter Bottomley, Member of Parliament for Worthing West
Alan Brown, Member of Parliament for Kilmarnock and Loudoun
Sarah Champion, Member of Parliament for Rotherham

Dave Doogan, Member of Parliament for Angus

Allan Dorans, Member of Parliament for Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock

Maria Eagle, Member of Parliament for Garston and Halewood
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Stephen Farry, Member of Parliament for North Down

Rt Hon Sir Roger Gale, Member of Parliament for North Thanet

Lilian Greenwood, Member of Parliament for Nottingham South
Andrew Gwynne, Member of Parliament for Denton and Reddish

Mike Hill, Member of Parliament for Hartlepool

Rt Hon Sir George Howarth, Member of Parliament for Knowsley
Pauline Latham, Member of Parliament for Mid Derbyshire

Jack Lopresti, Member of Parliament for Filton and Bradley Stoke

Tim Loughton, Member of Parliament for East Worthing and Shoreham
Paul Maynard, Member of Parliament for Blackpool North and Cleveleys
Stewart McDonald, Member of Parliament for Glasgow South

Gavin Newlands, Member of Parliament for Paisley and Renfrewshire North
Sarah Olney, Member of Parliament for Richmond Park

lan Paisley, Member of Parliament for North Antrim

Jim Shannon, Member of Parliament for Strangford

Virendra Sharma, Member of Parliament for Ealing, Southall

Rt Hon John Spellar, Member of Parliament for Warley

James Sunderland, Member of Parliament for Bracknell

Rt Hon Sir Desmond Swayne, Member of Parliament for New Forest West
Owen Thompson, Member of Parliament for Midlothian

Richard Thomson, Member of Parliament for Gordon

Martin Vickers, Member of Parliament for Cleethorpes

Dr Philippa Whitford, Member of Parliament for Central Ayrshire
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William Wragg, Member of Parliament for Hazel Grove

Mohammad Yasin, Member of Parliament for Bedford



